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Carl Adrian 
President & CEO 
Tri-City Development Council 

Carl Adrian has been the CEO and President the Tri-City 

Industrial Development Council (TRIDEC) since September 

2003. TRIDEC is the leading economic development 

organization for Benton and Franklin Counties. It offers 

businesses interested in expanding to the Tri-Cities area the 

most comprehensive and business-specific assistance available 

in the region. Adrian comes to TRIDEC from the 

Waterloo/Cedar Falls area of Iowa, where he served as 

President of the Cedar Valley Economic Development 

Corporation since 1994. Prior to accepting the position with 

Cedar Valley EDC, Adrian served as the President of the Casper 

Area Economic Development Alliance, Inc. based in Casper, 

Wyoming and before that was Vice President of the Quad-City 

Development Group in the Quad-City area of Iowa and Illinois. 

Adrian is a native of Omaha, Nebraska. He has a Master’s 

Degree in Urban and Economic Geography and a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Political Science and Geography from the University 

of Iowa. 

 

 

Constance (Connie) Bacon 
Port Commissioner 
Port of Tacoma 

Connie Bacon of Tacoma is a former executive director of the 

World Trade Center Tacoma and served as a special assistant 

to former Washington Governor Booth Gardner.  She is on the 

board of the Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber of Commerce, 

the Asia Pacific Cultural Center, the Regional Access Mobility 

Project and the Tide flats Rail Oversight Committee.  Bacon is a 

member of the advisory board for the Port of Tacoma 

Endowed chair at the University of Washington - Tacoma. 

 

 
 

Brian Bonlender 
Director 
Washington Department of 
Commerce 
 

Brian Bonlender, Director, WA Department of Commerce. Mr. 

Bonlender served as Inslee’s chief-of-staff and legislative 

director, running the congressman’s office and acting as his 

primary advisor on economic issues. He worked on legislation 

and policy in a range of industries including agriculture, life 

sciences, information technology, aerospace, maritime and 

clean energy. Bonlender brings nearly 20 years of public and 

private experience to his new post, including as a regulatory 

compliance consultant for industries across the state and as an 

advisor to a clean tech startup. Most recently, Bonlender 

served as director of Inslee’s transition team.  
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Senator John Braun 
Chair, Economic Development 
and Trade Committee 
WA State Senate 
 

Senator John Braun brings a business background to his new 

role as Senator for the 20th Legislative District. John is the 

president of Braun Northwest, a family-owned company that 

builds emergency vehicles with more than 150 employees. 

Prior to this, Senator Braun served as an officer in the U.S. 

Navy and continues to serve in the U.S. Navy Reserve. He and 

his wife, Marlo, and three of their four children live on a small 

farm in rural Lewis County. His oldest daughter is currently 

attending the Naval Academy. Senator Braun’s education 

includes a Bachelor’s degree in Electrical Engineering from the 

University of Washington and two Masters Degrees in 

Business Administration and Manufacturing Engineering from 

the University of Michigan. 

Senator Braun serves on four committees, the Trade and 

Economic Development Committee as chair, the Commerce 

and Labor Committee as vice chair, Governmental Operations 

Committee, and the Ways and Means Committee. He is 

dedicated to improving our economy and promoting job 

growth, especially within the manufacturing sector.  

 

 

Francis Benjamin 
President 
Southeast Washington EDC 

 

 

Francis Benjamin, President of the SEWEDC and 

representative from Washington State University is a past co-

chair of the Palouse Knowledge Corridor. He enjoys life in the 

Palouse region and the opportunities it provides. He came to 

Moscow, Idaho in 1979 to attend the University of Idaho, 

moved to Pullman, Washington while in school, and stayed 

after graduation finding this region a great place to raise a 

family. Francis has worked previously as a broadcast engineer, 

electronics project engineer and technology consultant. Since 

1987, he has been with WSU designing psychological research 

experiments and providing technology support for the 

Psychology Department. He also actively pursues research in 

the area of Political Interactions. Francis has degrees in 

Electrical Engineering, Psychology, and Theological Studies. He 

has served on Pullman City Council since 2003 where he 

specializes in Economic Development. 

 

 

Senator Maralyn Chase  
Ranking Member. Economic 
Development and Trade 
Committee 
WA State Senate 
 

Senator Maralyn Chase is honored to represent the views and 

values of the citizens of the 32nd Legislative District in moving 

our state forward with sustainable public policy.  

Senator Chase believes in education with multiple pathways to 

a successful future. She crafts economic development 

initiatives that lead to jobs and prosperity for all our 
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communities founded upon principles that ensure that our 

children and grandchildren will have the resources necessary 

to meet their needs. 

Prior to serving in the Legislature, Maralyn and her daughter, 

Carin, operated a general and specialty contracting firm. 

Before entering the contracting field, Maralyn ran a job 

training and development program for disabled and 

disadvantaged citizens for five years. 

While in graduate school at the University of Washington, 

Maralyn taught in the Political Science Department and in the 

Program for Social Theory. She also worked with the Seattle 

Urban League to bring open housing for all areas of Puget 

Sound as well as workforce training and employment 

programs for underserved members of our community. 

Maralyn earned a B.A. and an M.A. in Political Science from 

the University of Washington. She was honored by the 

Department of Political Science at the University of 

Washington as the Distinguished Alumni of 2008. 

In the State Legislature, Maralyn presently serves as Vice Chair 

of the Economic Development, Trade and Innovation and has 

served as Chair of the Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on 

Trade Policy for several years. She also serves on the Senate 

Environment Committee and Local Government and Tribal 

Affairs Committee. 

At the National Conference of State Legislatures Maralyn 

continues to serve on the Labor and Economic Development 

Committee and the Environment Committee. She was recently 

appointed to the Committee on Communications, Financial 

Services, and Interstate Commerce. 

 

 

Nick Demerice 
Director  
External Relations Division 
WA Dept. of Commerce 

Nick Demerice joined the Washington Department of 
Commerce in 2006 and has served a number of roles 
throughout the department. Nick Demerice currently serves as 
the Director of External Relations for the Department of 
Commerce. In this capacity he is responsible for departmental 
communications, policy development, research and 
governmental affairs.  
Prior to entering state service, Nick worked in non-profit 
management, for a member of congress and a former 
governor.  
Nick holds a bachelor's degree from the University of 
Washington in political science and lives in the Olympia area 
with his family. 
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Randy Gardiner 
President 
Red Dot Corporation 
 

Randy Gardiner leads Red Dot’s business development and 

strategic planning initiatives around the world.  Since joining 

the company in 1977, Randy has worked in nearly every aspect 

of the business, including leadership roles in pricing, 

personnel, production forecasting, customer service, 

aftermarket, and sales. Under his stewardship, Red Dot has 

diversified and balanced its revenues across a broader range 

of heavy-duty and international markets. Recently, these 

efforts include the growth of Red Dot’s military sales group; 

engineering and distribution agreements with suppliers of idle-

free HVAC products; and the establishment of Red Dot China, 

which provides distribution, sales, assembly, and engineering 

expertise to heavy-equipment manufacturers in the region. 

Randy was appointed president in 1989 and chairman of the 

Board of Directors when Red Dot’s Employee Stock Ownership 

Trust purchased the company in January 2000. Randy is a 

member of the Board of Directors for the Center for Advanced 

Manufacturing Puget Sound (CAMPS). 

 

Cristobal Guillen 
Private Sector 
Washington State Hispanic 
Chambers of Commerce  
 

Cristobal Guillen, Seattle/Yakima;, CEO/Association of 
Washington State Hispanic Chambers of Commerce, Board of 
Trustees/Pacific Northwest University of Health Sciences, 
Board of Directors/Community Health Plan of WA   
 

 

  
 

Mark Harris 
Private Sector  
Mfg., Agriculture, Food 
Processing 
Formerly Continental Mills 
 

Mark Harris is widely recognized as one of the most 

knowledgeable logistics resources in the Northwest food 

processing industry. Mr. Harris was formerly the Sr. Vice 

President Supply Chain at Continental Mills in Seattle.  He has 

been with Continental Mills since 1984 and has held positions 

as VP of Logistics, VP of Operations and Director of 

Purchasing.  Prior to joining Continental Mills, Mark worked at 

Scott Paper Company in Everett and the First Interstate Bank 

in Roseburg, Oregon. Mark served on Northwest Food 

Processors Association's Board from 1992 to 2003, and as 

Chairman from 2001 to 2003. During that time he also served 

as the Chairman of the NWFPA Learning Institute, a 

predecessor of the current Education Research Institute (ERI), 

was active on the Strategic Planning Committee, and worked 

on many other NWFPA task forces. Mr. Harris has served on 

the Portland State University Food Industry Leadership Council 

from 2000 to present and the Food Lifeline Board of Directors 

Education in Seattle, Washington from 1988 to1998.  Mr. 

Harris holds a BS in Business from Oregon State University and 

a MBA in Finance from the University Puget Sound.  
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Bud Hover 
Director 
WA Department of Agriculture 

Bud Hover was appointed director of the Washington State 

Department of Agriculture by Gov. Jay Inslee effective April 1, 

2013. Bud has been an Okanogan County resident for 37 years. 

He and his wife Tonya have two children and three 

grandchildren. 

•Raised in Issaquah, graduate of WSU•  

•Middle linebacker for the Washington Redskins for two years 

•Co-owner and manager of Sunny M Ranch in Winthrop since 

1980.   Past business owner 

Education 

•Masters Degree in Public Administration, University of 

Washington 

•Bachelor of Science in Agriculture Education / Forestry and 

Range Management, Washington State University 

•National Association of Counties Leadership School, New 

York University 

Boards and Committees 

Bud has provided leadership on several boards and 

committees that have a direct impact on Okanogan County's 

future, including: 

•W State Association of Counties Legislative Steering 

Committee  

•Washington State Salmon Recovery Funding Board – 

Appointed by the Governor in 2007 

•Wenatchee-Okanogan National Forest Provincial Advisory 

Committee – board member since 2008. 

•Western Governors Wildlife Council – Board member since 

2010. Appointed by National Association of Counties to 

represent local government. 

•Okanogan County Public Health Board of Directors – member 

since 2005 

  

Bruce Kendall 
President 
Tacoma-Pierce County EDB 
 

Bruce Kendall is former chair of the WEDC.  Bruce is president 

and chief executive officer of the Economic Development 

Board for Tacoma-Pierce County and a member of the board 

of the University of Washington-Tacoma Institute of 

Technology.  He is on the board of the Central Puget Sound 

Economic Development District, the Tacoma Art Museum, the 

Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber of Commerce, the Tacoma-

Pierce County Workforce Development Council and the World 

Trade Center Tacoma.   
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Jim Kuntz  
Executive Director, Port of 
Walla Walla 
 

Jim Kuntz has served as the Executive Director since July 1, 

1990. As Executive Director, Jim manages the day-to-day 

activities of the Port. He performs his duties under the 

direction of the Port Commission, and is responsible for 

implementing policies established by the Commission. Prior to 

being named as Executive Director, Jim was Manager of the 

Walla Walla Regional Airport. Jim holds a Masters Degree in 

Public Administration from the Evergreen State College in 

Olympia and a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Economics from 

Eastern Washington University in Cheney, Washington. 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christina Lomasney  
President & CEO 
Modumetal Corporation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christina Lomasney is the CEO, President and co-founder of 

Modumetal.  Together with her team, she is realizing the 

Company’s vision of revolutionizing the way major industries 

approach the design of metals and composites for structural, 

high temperature and corrosion resistant 

applications.   Ultimately, Modumetal is redefining nano-scale 

material production to enable the large scale deployment of 

these materials in a growing number of engineering and 

consumer applications. Christina has worked in the research, 

development and commercialization of advanced materials 

technologies for over a decade, starting at The Boeing 

Company, where she served in engineering roles including in 

Phantomwork’s advanced metals manufacturing 

department.   Christina later founded Isotron Corporation, a 

composites company, which today holds a competitive market 

position based on a portfolio of advanced materials 

technologies for environmental cleanup and national defense. 

Christina led the Isotron team directly for over 6 years, 

growing the company's revenue base and technology 

portfolio, and realizing the Company’s first commercial 

products.  She is currently executive Chairman of Isotron 

Corporation. Christina holds a BS in Physics from the University 

of Washington, where she completed undergraduate research 

in electrochemistry and graduate studies towards a MS in 

Applied Physics.  She has published and is named inventor on 

several pending patents in large-scale environmental 

remediation and nanostructured materials applications. 
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Jeff Marcell 
President & CEO 
EDC of Seattle & King County  

Jeff Marcell is the President and Chief Executive Officer of the 

Economic Development Council of Seattle and King County. He 

is responsible for the day-to-day management of activities and 

personnel, relating to the organization’s mission of business 

and job creation, retention, expansion, and recruitment in King 

County through its client-based economic development work.  

Jeff joined EDC of Seattle & King County in July of 2004 from 

Austin, Texas where he was an economic development 

consultant with Angelou Economics. Angelou Economics is the 

country’s largest economic development consulting firm. They 

specialize in developing business retention and recruitment 

initiatives for communities and providing site selection 

consultation for companies such as Dell, Intel, Oracle, Toyota, 

and CITGO. Jeff worked with cities, counties and regions 

around the country teaching them how to attract industry and 

build effective economic development organizations. Prior to 

being recruited by Angelou Economics, Jeff was a marketing 

executive in the Economic Development Division of the 

Greater Houston Partnership, the largest business advocacy 

organization in the Houston region. In 2007 Jeff was named as 

one of the Puget Sound Business Journal’s 40 Under 40. He is 

the Board President of the NW Next Leaders Council-the 

alumni association for 40 Under 40 honorees. Jeff also serves 

as a Board Member of the Workforce Development Council of 

Seattle-King County and is the current Board President of the 

Washington Economic Development Association. Additionally 

he is a member of the Curriculum Committee of Leadership 

Tomorrow. Jeff holds a doctorate of jurisprudence from South 

Texas College of Law and Bachelor of Arts degree in political 

science from the University of Illinois at Chicago. 

 

 

David McFadden 
President 
Yakima County Development 
Association 

David McFadden is President and CEO of the Yakima County 

Development Association (YCDA), a county-wide nonprofit 

agency that creates jobs and secures public and private capital 

for expanding companies. McFadden joined YCDA in 1989 and 

has led the organization’s efforts to diversify the economy by 

recruiting and retaining businesses. He has also provided 

support to dozens of local companies on expansion projects. 

McFadden specializes in site selection, business finance, and 

permitting assistance. He also manages a public works 

investment fund that helps companies defray or eliminate on- 

or off-site development costs. 

McFadden served as a Regional Finance Specialist for the 

Washington State Department of Commerce. He has also 
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worked for a downtown redevelopment organization and a 

statewide labor organization. 

McFadden has an undergraduate degree in Environmental 

Science and a Master’s degree in Political Science, both from 

Western Washington University. He is a Certified Economic 

Developer (CED), and an Economic Development Finance 

Professional (EDFP). 
 

 

Rep. Jeff Morris  
Chair, Technology and 
Economic Development 
Committee 
WA House of Representatives 

Representative Jeff Morris is a fourth-generation native of 

Guemes Island in Washington State. He was elected to the 

State House of Representatives in 1996. He has served as 

Speaker Pro Tempore, House Floor Leader, 8 years as Chair of 

the Technology, Energy, and Communications Committee and 

Chair of Finance. He is also a trustee of the Washington State 

Life Science Discovery Fund.  

As Principal of Energy Horizon LLC, Jeff directs the Pacific 

Northwest Economic Region’s Energy Portfolio and consults 

for energy companies on commercialization and project 

development. Jeff is the past director of the Northwest Energy 

Technology Collaborative at the Washington Technology 

Center. 

Jeff co-founded the Northwest Energy Angels – the first North 

American angel investing group focused on energy start-ups, 

the acclaimed Legislative Energy Horizon Institute, and 

currently is forming a regional Energy Storage Coalition. 

Noted as one of our most prominent leaders and critical 

thinkers on the future of energy and technology policy, Jeff 

currently serves on the two national energy task forces on 

energy strategy and transmission. The U.S. Department of 

Energy recognized his work by naming him a “West Coast 

Power Player.” His legislative contributions were 

internationally recognized by the Canadian Consulate for 

eliminating commerce barriers between the two countries. 

Jeff currently chairs the National Conference of State 

Legislatures Environment Committee, is a past Chair of the 

Council of State Governments-West, past President of the 

Pacific Northwest Economic Region, and has previously served 

as staff to U.S. Representative Al Swift. 

Jeff represents the 40th District that includes San Juan County 

and parts of Skagit and Whatcom Counties. 
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Eleni Papadakis 
Executive Director 
WA Workforce Training and 
Education Coordinating Board 
 

Eleni Papadakis is the Executive Director of the Workforce 

Training and Education Coordinating Board, appointed by 

Governor Gregoire in 2007. Formerly, she was the Vice 

President with Commonwealth Corporation, a Massachusetts 

quasi-public corporation, where she established the enter for 

Workforce Innovation, a research and demonstration arm of 

the state’s workforce development system.  In her years of 

experience, she oversaw the development numerous 

programs to help manufacturers increase their exporting 

potential and biotechnology companies to enhance their 

research and development capabilities.  

 

 

James Paribello 
Sr. Economic Development 
Advisor 
Governor Inslee’s Policy Office 

James Paribello is the Sr. Economic Development Advisor for 

Governor Jay Inslee’s policy office.  James develops key 

policies and messaging included in Governor’s job-creation 

plan. Provides strategic consultation and guidance on 

emerging issues and opportunities. Conducts legislative, 

public, and stakeholder outreach and lobbying statewide, 

working collaboratively with numerous stakeholders, citizens, 

businesses, legislators and staff. 

James also represents the Governor at statewide events, 

effectively communicating the Governor’s vision and plans for 

economic development and job creation. 

Working with relevant state agencies and commissions, 

including the departments of Commerce, Agriculture, Labor 

and Industries, Employment Security, and Revenue, James 

directs goals, vision and implementation of the Governor’s 

economic development agenda.  

 

 

Lisa Parks 
Executive Director 
Port of Douglas County 

Lisa Parks was appointed Executive Director of the Port of 

Douglas County in April 2011. Prior to that, she was owner and 

founder of Alliance Consulting Group, a Wenatchee-based 

professional consulting firm that worked primarily with cities, 

counties, port districts and public utility districts to help with 

community development and environmental projects. Earlier 

in her career, Parks also served as City of Leavenworth 

community development director and a Douglas County senior 

planner. Lisa was born in Louisville, Ky., and spent her early 

school years in northwest Illinois, before graduating from 

Liberty High School in Spangle, south of Spokane. Following 

high school, she attended and graduated from Eastern 

Washington University, with a degree in urban and regional 

planning. Parks is a member of Wenatchee Sunrise Rotary, and 
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is actively involved in local community groups that benefit 

children, including owning Apple Valley Gymnastics, which 

offers instruction in gymnastics to kids 18 months and older. 

Lisa has three children (21, 15 & 13), and enjoys music, 

reading, gardening, hiking/walking and other outdoor 

activities. 

 

 
 

Dale Peinecke 
Commissioner 
WA Employment Security 
Department 
 

Dale Peinecke is the Employment Security Department's 24th 

Commissioner.  Mr. Peinecke was the former President and 

CEO of Giddents Industries, an aerospace manufacturing 

company, and is the past chair of the Snohomish County 

Workforce Development. Peinecke has worked for more than 

a decade leading aerospace companies, and is a former 

Operations Manager for Alcoa, Inc. He holds degrees in 

engineering and business administration from Carnegie Mellon 

University and Oregon State University. 

 

 

Lynn Peterson 
Secretary 
WA Dept. of Transportation 
 

Lynn Peterson was appointed Secretary of the Washington 

State Department of Transportation in February 2013 by 

Governor Jay Inslee. Peterson manages an agency of 7,100 

employees, with responsibility of 20,000 lane miles of 

highways, 3,500 bridges, general aviation airports, passenger- 

and freight-rail programs, and the Washington State ferry 

system, the nation’s largest.  Peterson, a highway engineer, 

prior to taking her position as Secretary of Transportation for 

Washington State was the Sustainable Communities and 

Transportation Advisor to Oregon Governor John Kitzhaber. 

Peterson helped manage several of Oregon's statewide 

transportation initiatives including the Willamette Valley 

Passenger Rail Plan, Kitzhaber's 10-year Energy Action Plan 

including Oregon's portion of the Electric Highway from B.C. to 

Baja and acceleration of commercial fleet turnover to 

alternative fuels. 

 

Linda Rotmark 
Executive Director 
Clallam EDC 

Linda Rotmark serves as the Executive Director of the Clallam 

EDC.  She came  to Clallam County with 4 years of enthusiasm 

and experience as Executive Director of Pacific County EDC in 

Washington state. 

She has a wide variety of experience.  In addition to her work 

at the Clallam County EDC, she owned her own business, 

developing products and selling them nationally. She has also 

taught at both the secondary and post-secondary levels. In 

addition, she has previous experience in Life and Disability 
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Insurance with a Series 7 License. 

A Washington native, Linda has earned a Bachelors' degree in 

Business Education and a Masters' degree in Education 

Technology. 

 

  

Mike Schwenk 
National Security, Defense, 
Energy, Economic 
Development, Technology 
Transfer 
Formerly Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratories 
 

Mike Schwenk recently retired from Pacific Northwest 

National Laboratories.  He has thirty years of technical and 

business management experience in government, 

entrepreneurial, non-profit and corporate settings, ranging in 

scale from his own two-person business to a 300-person 

corporate operation. He has participated in dozens of business 

transactions, including government privatization, business 

startups, technology licensing and corporate relocations/ 

expansions. Mike is very involved in projects to improve the 

business climate and quality of life in his community and 

throughout the Pacific Northwest. He presently serves as the 

elected chair of TRIDEC (Tri-City Development Council). 

 

 

Jonathan Smith 
Executive Director 
Grant County EDC 

Jonathan Smith joined Grant County EDC in 2005.  Jonathan 

currently serves as Executive Director of the EDC.  In his work 

with the EDC he has assisted multiple companies in relocating 

to Grant County.  Jonathan’s many areas of focus include: 

- Conducting site visits and tours for business clients. 

- Preparing custom site location packets for interested 

businesses. 

- Working with elected officials, local managers and CEO's to 

develop a strategy for improving the business climate. 

- Facilitating and participating in community planning meetings 

to encourage sustained economic development. 

- Preparing and delivering educational presentations on 

economic development activities and programs. 

Jonathan has a Master's Degree in Communication & 

Leadership Studies from Gonzaga University and a Bachelor's 

Degree in Public Communication with a minor in Economics 

from the University of Idaho. He is certified as a professional 

economic developer (CEcD). 

Mr. Smith is actively involved with his community and has 

served as President for the Adams & Grant Human Resource 

Association in 2010-2012 and as a Board member of the 

Washington State Society of Human Resource Managers from 

2010-2012. 
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Representative Norma Smith 
Ranking Member,  
Committee on Community 
Development and Housing  
WA House of Representatives 
 

Norma Smith, represents the 10th Legislative District and is 

the current Ranking Member of the House Committee on 

Community and Housing Development. This is Norma’s third 

term representing the 10th district, which includes all of Island 

County, and parts of Skagit and Snohomish Counties. For six 

years, she worked as Special Assistant to Congressman Jack 

Metcalf. She successfully built bipartisan congressional 

support on issues and coordinated national media coverage. 

After her congressional service, Norma focused on serving in 

the private and non-profit sectors providing communications 

expertise and operations management. Norma is active in her 

community and church, having served on the South Whidbey 

School Board, and mentoring young adults. Norma lives in 

Clinton on Whidbey Island. Her family includes four grown 

children, three in-law children, and six wonderful 

grandchildren. 

 

 

Dodd Snodgrass 
Economic Development 
Specialist 
Port of Bellingham 

Dodd Snodgrass, Economic Development Specialist at the Port 

of Bellingham, provides business expansion and attraction 

services, secures public funding, and collaborates with 

government and area economic development partners for the 

countywide port district. He manages the Partnership for a 

Sustainable Economy program, a unique port-lead association 

of local governments in Whatcom County.  

Before joining the Port of Bellingham in 2001 his background 

included an economic development district and private utility 

company in Idaho.  

Mr. Snodgrass has a MS in economics and is completing his 

Economic Development Finance Professional certification. 

 

 
 

Stan Sorscher 
Labor Director, Society for 
Professional Engineering 
Employees in Aerospace 
 

Stan Sorscher is Labor Director at the Society for Professional 

Engineering Employees in Aerospace (SPEEA), a union 

representing scientists, engineers, technical and professional 

employees in the aerospace industry. He has been with SPEEA 

since 2000. Stan has a PhD in physics from UC Berkeley. He 

served on the Executive Board of the Washington State Labor 

Council, and is currently on the Board of the Washington Fair 

Trade Coalition. He represents organized labor on the Puget 

Sound Regional Council Economic Development District 

Board.  In 2009, Governor Christine Gregoire appointed Stan 

to the Washington Council on Aerospace, and in 2010, to the 

Board of the Export Finance Assistance Center of Washington. 

Stan represents SPEEA at the Puget Sound Health Alliance, and 
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serves as the Legislative Coordinator of the Council of 

Engineers and Scientists Organization, a coalition of 

engineering and technical labor unions around the country. He 

is on the Board or Directors of the Economic Opportunity 

Institute in Seattle, and is on the advisory board of the 

program in Global Trade Transportation and Logistics at the 

University of Washington.  

 

 
 

Bill Stafford 
President Emeritus 
Trade Development Alliance of 
Greater Seattle 

Bill Stafford was president of the Trade Development Alliance 

of Greater Seattle between 1971 and 2011.  Stafford was 

employed with the City of Seattle in a number of positions, 

including Deputy Mayor to Charles Royer and Director of the 

Office of Intergovernmental Relations, where he was 

responsible for the national, state, regional and international 

relations of the city. He has been involved in a number of 

national urban advisory committees, chairing the National 

Urban Consortium in 1980 and is currently a member of the 

Citistates Associates. Prior to joining the City of Seattle, he was 

with Ford Motor Company. He has been an affiliate professor 

at the Graduate School of Public Administration of the 

University of Washington. He is a member of the United States 

Department of Commerce’s District Export Council, chairs the 

Seattle Sister City Coordinating Council, and serves on several 

boards including the Museum of History and Industry 

(MOHAI), Port Jobs, the Economic Development District, the 

Advisory Board of the Burke Museum, Future of Flight, Global 

Washington, the University of Washington’s Center for 

International Business Education and Research (CIBER) 

program and the International Advisory Board of the 

University of Washington’s Center for International Education 

and Research. He is on the chancellor’s advisory committee for 

Seattle Community Colleges. He is a graduate of Colorado 

College, which selected him for the Louis T. Benezet Award 

which recognizes outstanding achievement in an alumni’s 

chosen field. He also has an MBA from Columbia University. 
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Beth Thew 
Secretary-Treasurer 
AFL-CIO Regional Labor Council 

Beth Thew is the Secretary-Treasurer of the Spokane Regional 

Labor Council and a Vice President for the Washington State 

Labor Council. She also serves as Chair of the WSLC Economic 

Development, Job Retention and Transportation 

Committee.  In addition to her union commitments, Ms. Thew 

is a member of the Washington State Workforce Training and 

Education Coordinating Board, Spokane Area Workforce 

Development Council, Washington Learns Higher Education 

Advisory, and Washington Aerospace Partnership Pegasus 

Project. She also serves on the Board of Directors for Spokane 

County United Way, Community Colleges of Spokane Worker 

Retraining Advisory Committee and the Spokane City West 

Quadrant Tax Increment Finance District Advisory Committee. 

Beth is married to a retired Spokane City Firefighter with 4 

children, and 2 grandchildren.  She graduated from Eastern 

Washington University with a BA in Liberal Studies. 

 

 

Robin Toth 
VP of Business Development  
Greater Spokane, Inc.  

Robin Toth,  VP of  Business Development, t has been with 

Greater Spokane Incorporated since January 2005, serving 

now as the Vice President of Business Development for the 

Economic Development department. In this role, Robin's 

primary responsibilities are to manage recruitment, retention 

and expansion activities. In addition, her activities also include 

working with municipal partners in the development of 

capacity-building projects and to help drive growth in regional 

industry clusters such as aerospace, clean technology and 

health sciences. Several of the projects Robin has led have 

won national and international awards and media attention. 

Prior to joining Greater Spokane Incorporated, Robin assisted 

in leading the City of Spokane's economic development 

efforts, and was a marketing and communications professional 

for World Wide Packets, Packet Engines and Itron, Inc. 

Robin has a degree in Transportation from Mt. San Antonio 

College in Walnut, California, and attended Eastern 

Washington University's International Marketing program. In 

addition to being a member of the WEDA board, Robin also 

sits on the boards of the Inland Northwest Economic Alliance, 

the Aerospace Futures Alliance, the Inland Northwest 

Aerospace Consortium and the Washington Clean Technology 

Alliance. 
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Mark Urdahl 
Executive Director 
Port of Chelan County 

Mark Urdahl is the Executive Director of Chelan County’s Port.  

He joined the Port in 1992. He came from the Port of 

Ridgefield, Washington where he had served as the Manager 

for three years. His background is public administration with 

nine years of employment service to the City of Portland 

through the Bureau of General Services. Urdahl graduated 

from the University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh in 1974, has done 

extensive graduate work in Public Administration at Portland 

State University. He is a 2005 graduate of the Agriculture 

Forestry Program and was appointed by the Governor to CERB 

(Community Economic Revitalization Board). Mark is also the 

President of the Center for Alcohol and Drug Treatment in 

Wenatchee. Mark and his wife, Sara, live in Wenatchee. He 

has three grown sons. 

 

  
 

Steven (Steve) VanAusdle 
President 
Walla Walla Community 
College 

Dr. Steve VanAusdle was named president of Walla Walla 

Community College in 1984. Under his leadership, the college 

has been nationally recognized for its Center for Enology and 

Viticulture and the award-winning Water and Environmental 

Center. He currently serves as vice president of the 

Washington State Economic Development Commission, is a 

member of the National Council on Competitiveness, Pacific 

Power Regional Advisory Board, and the Port of Walla Walla 

Economic Development Advisory Committee.  

 

  
 

Roger Woodworth 
VP & Chief Strategy Officer 
Avista Corporation 

Chair of the WEDC. Roger Woodworth is VP and Chief Strategy 

Officer at Avista, the innovative Spokane-based utility founded 

in 1889 that now serves gas and electricity to customers in 

communities of Washington, Idaho, and Oregon. In addition to 

its energy utility services, Avista has pioneered several clean 

energy enterprises that today thrive as stand-alone businesses 

in the fields of automated metering (Itron), modular fuel cells 

(ReliOn), and energy management for multi-site organizations 

(AdvantageIQ). As Chief Strategy Officer, Roger works to 

identify entrepreneurial growth opportunities, both inside and 

outside of the company, including innovative services, 

emerging technologies and other potential ventures that are in 

line with Avista's core energy business. He is active in various 

professional and civic organizations, currently including service 

as board chair of the Northwest Energy Efficiency Alliance; 

chair of Edison Electric Institute’s retail services executive 

advisory committee; chair of the President’s Advisory Council 

for WSU-Spokane; and vice chair of the Sirti Foundation board. 
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Roger earned his Bachelor of Science degree in wildlife ecology 

from Washington State University and is a graduate of 

Columbia. 

 

 

Michael K. Young 
President 
University of Washington 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Young became President of the University of 

Washington on July 1, 2011. Also a tenured Professor of Law, 

President Young has a distinguished record as an academic 

leader with broad experience in public service and diplomacy. 

As UW President, he leads the nation’s top public university 

(2nd among all universities) in attracting federal research 

funding.  

Prior to his appointment at the UW, he served as President 

and Distinguished Professor of Law at the University of Utah. 

Under President Young’s leadership, Utah raised its stature 

nationally and internationally. It led the nation in the number 

of new companies generated from university research, 

significantly raised the academic profile of the student body, 

expanded international education, and built more than 2 

million square feet of new research and teaching facilities. 

Private giving to the university also rose significantly during 

President Young’s tenure, and the number of donors more 

than doubled. Before assuming the presidency at Utah, he was 

Dean and Lobingier Professor of Comparative Law and 

Jurisprudence at the George Washington University Law 

School. He was also a professor at Columbia University for 

more than 20 years, and prior to joining the Columbia 

University faculty, he served as a law clerk to the late Chief 

(then Associate) Justice William H. Rehnquist of the United 

States Supreme Court. President Young has held numerous 

government positions, including Deputy Under Secretary for 

Economic and Agricultural Affairs and Ambassador for Trade 

and Environmental Affairs in the Department of State during 

the presidency of the first President Bush. He also served as a 

member of the U.S. Commission on International Religious 

Freedom from 1998-2005 and chaired the Commission on two 

occasions 

 
 


